Name of Model: Von Thünen Land Use
Area of Use: Rural towns in Europe and North America
Person who developed model / theory (short bio): Johann Heinrich Von Thünen (1783 – 1850), farmer in northeast Germany in the 1800’s. 
Premise (What it is supposed to explain): one commodity or crop gave way to another in succession, as one moved away from center of town. That spatial land use for agricultural activities was clear to understand.
Function (How is it used?): differences in climate and soil quality weigh heavily on the kinds of goods produced in a place, but that there is a way to see how land is used within an agricultural region.
Illustration (Draw model):


Strengths: can identify comparisons of land use between towns based on their agricultural products and vice versa – can figure out what products they might produce by knowing their soil quality and climate.
Weaknesses: assumptions are hard to have 100% of the time; doesn’t take into account global trade networks, transportations innovations, refrigeration, etc.
Effectiveness in field in past and today: Used mostly to understand agricultural land use in history and see what’s changed today, especially in core vs. peripheral areas.
Name of Model: Demographic Transition Model
Area of Use: Everywhere
Person who developed model / theory (short bio): Great Britain demographers, Industrial Revolution, researched using church records (births rates, death rates)
Premise (What it is supposed to explain): Stages of population growth
Function (How is it used?): looking at what stage a country is in, gives an idea of their development
Illustration (Draw model):
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Strengths: Can still apply today; can classify countries
Weaknesses: exceptions that every country will go through these stages
Effectiveness in field in past and today: still used to compare countries
Name of Model: Urban Realms Model
Area of Use: Modern cities, mostly in N. America and Europe
Person who developed model / theory (short bio): T. Hartshorn, geographer, developed in late 1980’s
Premise (What it is supposed to explain): how a modern metropolis is organized 
Function (How is it used?): newest model to interpret how cities are organized
Illustration (Draw model):

[image: image2.jpg]URBAN REALMS MODEL

/2

DOWNTOWN
CENTRAL CITY

€8D  Certral Business.
Distrct

% Airport





Strengths: does apply to many modern U.S. cities, takes into consideration urban sprawl
Weaknesses: doesn’t apply to all modern cities, 
Effectiveness in field in past and today: explains modern cities, more applicable than concentric zone, sector model
Name of Model: Sub-Saharan Africa
Area of Use: Sub-Saharan Africa
Person who developed model / theory (short bio):authors of textbook 
Premise (What it is supposed to explain):Explanation of layout of many African cities
Function (How is it used?): Explains multiple CBDs in cities, is the result of ethnic diversity, cultural landscape exemplifies the history of the land
Illustration (Draw model):
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Strengths: shows ethnic diversity of cities; adapts to fast growing population; shows Africa’s reliance on their past colonizers
Weaknesses: only applies to African cities; 
Effectiveness in field in past and today: still effective today; illustrates past history of city
Name of Model: Modernization
Area of Use: Everywhere
Person who developed model / theory (short bio): Rostow; economist; British, developed in 1960’s.
Premise (What it is supposed to explain): Decolonization movements in newly independent nations; shows the stages that a country will go through to reach development
Function (How is it used?): see premise
Illustration (Draw model):

Strengths: displays a country’s economic status in terms of development
Weaknesses: doesn’t tell countries HOW to develop (what’s necessary); assumes that all countries go through the same stages
Effectiveness in field in past and today: helps to tell progress in comparison with other countries, helps to tell dominant economic activity in the country (agriculture, industrial, service, etc), economic version of the DTM
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